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On June 12 in Tegucigalpa, Honduran Foreign Minister Carlos Lopez and Costa Rican counterpart
Rodrigo Madrigal made an unexpected announcement that that the Central American summit
scheduled for June 25-26 in Guatemala City may be postponed. The major topic on the summit
agenda is a peace plan sponsored by Costa Rican President Oscar Arias. The announcement came
after Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte requested postponement on the grounds that
respective governments need additional time for foreign ministry level conferences. Some Central
American diplomats suspect that Duarte's request was inspired by US pressure exerted during a
tour last week by US presidential envoy to the region, Philip Habib. The Salvadoran action received
the support of Honduran President Jose Azcona Hoyo. Habib met last week in separate sessions
with all Central American leaders except Ortega. During his tour of the region, Habib made two
separate stops in San Jose. A Costa Rican official said Habib's meeting with President Oscar Arias
"went badly," but the official refused to give further details. Nicaraguan officials asserted that
Duarte followed Habib's orders in trying to postpone the talks. US and Salvadoran officials both
deny the charge. US officials have criticized the Arias plan as too lenient toward Nicaragua. Among
other things, the Costa Rican plan calls for a cutoff of foreign aid to "irregular forces" in the region, a
step that would effectively destroy the US-backed contras and insure the survival of the Nicaraguan
government. In addition, the plan would require eventual termination of military exercises with
foreigners, and withdrawal of foreign military advisers from the region. US-Honduran military
exercises have been almost continuous for years; the US also maintains an estimated 1,000 soldiers
and other assorted military advisers in that country. In its seven-year struggle with rebels, the
Salvadoran government has become heavily dependent on US military aid and advisers. Next,
US officials admit that the meeting in Guatemala could benefit the Nicaraguan government at
a time when the administration is trying to weaken and isolate Nicaragua as much as possible.
According to statements by Venezuelan Foreign Minister Simon Alberto Consalvi to reporters in
Caracas June 12, Habib's tour seems to have been aimed at making certain "suggestions" regarding
the summit to the presidents of Honduras, Costa Rica, El Salvador and Guatemala. Consalvi met
with US Asst. Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Elliott Abrams on June 11 in Barbados.
Consalvi's remarks were reiterated by Honduran counterpart Carlos Lopez in Tegucigalpa also in
attendance at the meeting with Abrams in Barbados who said Habib had presented suggestions
which Washington would like President Azcona and his counterparts to bear in mind before any
peace accord is formulated at a meeting in Guatemala. Guatemalan President Vincio Cerezo has
not agreed to postpone the talks. On June 12, the Guatemalan government announced that Cerezo
would arrive in Tegucigalpa June 16 for a brief discussion with Azcona Hoyo. The communique also
stated that Cerezo would meet with counterparts in El Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, although
dates for these meetings were not specified. On June 13, a Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry official told
Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA that the timing of Duarte's request 24 hours after Habib's
return to Washington leaves little doubt that the US envoy was "successful in sabotaging" the
summit meeting. In a speech at Managua's National University, President Daniel Ortega appealed
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to the "wisdom and responsibility" of Central American presidents to meet in Guatemala on June
25-26 as planned. He said his government had not yet been officially informed or consulted on the
decision to postpone the summit. He added that the Guatemalan government, host to the summit,
had not yet announced a change in scheduling for the summit meeting. "Consequently," said
Ortega, "we are continuing our preparations to attend the summit planned for June 25-26." He
added, "If we had been consulted [about postponing the summit], we would have opposed it. We
will continue to oppose this action." Ortega mentioned that Habib's tour of the region once again
excluded Nicaragua. "We know the US is not interested in seeing the [region's] presidents meet,
nor does it desire progress in Contadora and Support Group peace efforts." According to a June 14
report filed by PRENSA LATINA in San Jose, Costa Rican officials are now discussing the possibility
of holding the summit in late August. Costa Rican President Oscar Arias left San Jose on the evening
of June 15 for a brief visit in Washington. According to government sources, Arias expects to meet
with Vice President George Bush, among other top administration officials. In addition to the
possible postponement of the summit meeting, Arias will reportedly discuss with Bush and others
increasing pressures his government has been subjected to by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank. Foreign Minister Rodrigo Madrigal, who accompanied Arias, told
reporters before leaving for the US that San Jose is awaiting a reply from Salvadoran President
Duarte regarding a proposal to convene regional foreign ministers on June 22. Press reports in San
Jose indicate that Arias may visit counterparts in Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras
on his return trip from the United States. Costa Rican and Salvadoran officials reached by telephone
June 15 by the NEW YORK TIMES said a delay in holding the summit was likely. A Nicaraguan
official said the discord indicates that US efforts to create a unified front of Nicaragua's neighbors, in
order to put pressure on the Sandinistas, has failed. The Nicaraguan official said his government felt
it had already won a diplomatic victory by demanding that the talks go ahead. "The Americans are
scared to death of the talks because they know we might walk in the door and say it's a great peace
plan, then pull out our pen and offer to sign it immediately." As of June 16, Cerezo continued to
insist that the meeting will take place as scheduled, claiming that only a consensus decision among
the five presidents will result in postponement. Meanwhile, Arias has declared that sufficient time
remains for foreign ministers to convene and discuss his peace plan before the summit meeting.
Duarte is now arguing that if foreign ministers do not have the opportunity to meet three or four
times before the heads of state convene, the summit is doomed to failure. (Basic data from several
reports by PRENSA LATINA, AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE; NEW YORK TIMES, 06/16/87)
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